Honey, Honey! Costa Mesa's "Mamma Mia!" is Pure Musical Magic
written by Sydney Ingersoll, a junior at San Clemente High School

As Sophie's wedding day approaches, she can't shake the feeling that something's missing —
her dad. Desperate for answers, she secretly invites three men from her mother's past, hoping
one will walk her down the aisle. But when they all arrive, the island erupts into absolute
hilarity and chaos as Donna's past crashes into her present.

Jessica Ramirez commands the stage with undeniable charisma as Donna Sheridan, infusing
each moment with magnetic energy. When faced with the unexpected return of her three exes,
Ramirez hilariously wields a screwdriver like a weapon of defense, embodying Donna's fierce
independence with perfect comedy. Yet, when she interacts with Sophie (Maggie Breslin), her
tenderness shines through, showcasing the depth of motherly love. Ramirez is also a vocal
powerhouse — during "The Winner Takes It All", her voice begins soft and vulnerable before
building into an explosive wave of raw emotion, each note dripping with power and meaning.

Logan Bell's portrayal of Sam Carmichael is a masterful blend of longing and emotional depth.
Stepping onto the island after 19 years, Bell's eyes search the familiar surroundings with a sense
of nostalgia and yearning, as though the island itself holds memories he can't shake. His
commanding stage presence gradually softens, his stiff stance melts into one of vulnerability as
he grows closer to Donna. Bell's journey from hesitation to acceptance is a powerful testament
to the complexity of love.

Karla Gurrola as Tanya is an absolute scene-stealer, owning the stage with larger-than life
energy, sassily strutting across and dramatically tossing her hair. Gurrola's razor-sharp one-liners
land with impeccable comedic timing, adding layers of amusement to this high-energy show.

Karla Gurrola and Diana Najera's hair and makeup design infuses the production with a carefree,
island-inspired vibe. Beachy waves and playful braids give the female characters an effortlessly
relaxed, coastal look, adding to the show's breezy, laid-back atmosphere.

The lighting design by Jason Strotman and Lena Fletcher takes the show to dazzling new heights.
During "Super Trouper", the warm, golden hues perfectly mirror ABBA's iconic 1981 Stockholm
performance, transforming the stage into a concert-like extravaganza. With over 343 precisely
timed lighting cues, Strotman ensures that every scene radiates energy, perfectly
complementing the show's dynamic and infectious spirit.

Costa Mesa's "Mamma Mia!" is "Money, Money, Money"! A heartwarming celebration of love,
laughter, and the magic of life's unexpected twists.



