Mystery, Mayhem, and Musical Madness — Portola High School's "Curtains" is a Deadly Good
Time
written by Sydney Ingersoll, a junior at San Clemente High School

Burdened by a disaster of a musical, these "Show People" find themselves in a true 'whodunnit'
when their leading lady is murdered on stage during their opening night curtain call. As the
show threatens to collapse under the weight of its scathing reviews, it's up to Frank Cioffi, a
musical-obsessed detective with an uncanny knack for drama, to juggle crime-solving with
show-saving while ensuring the only thing that gets killed is the show's disastrous reputation.

Rylan Flanigan's portrayal of Aaron Fox is beautifully passionate. During "I Miss the Music,"
Flanigan's deep baritone brings weight to the song, effortlessly soaring into falsetto, his voice
fills with yearning, eyes pleading. Every glance, every subtle movement towards Georgia
Hendricks (Golsa Khamsehnia) speaks volumes of Fox's internal longing to rekindle the
connection he once had with his previous love.

Alexia Choi steals the spotlight as Bambi Bernet. From her dramatic entrance with a fierce
sashay, hand fiercely seated on her hip, nose primly pointed in the air, to her softened tone, in a
heart-to-heart with Carmen Bernstein (Brooklyn Akahoshi), Choi nails Bambi's internal conflict.
It's her quieter moments with Carmen Bernstein (Brooklyn Akahoshi) that Choi shows Bambi's
softer side. Her voice softens and her posture collapses as she pleads for recognition, making
Bambi a character who's both hilariously shallow and heartbreakingly human. She beautifully
balances the character's initial diva attitude with moments of vulnerability, turning her from a
jealous showgirl to a human being who just wants to be seen.

Alison Bauchat, as the hilariously bad leading lady Jessica Cranshaw, absolutely steals the show.
With every off-key note, dramatic flounce, and out of tune note, Bauchat fully embraces the
chaos of her character. Cranshaw's infamy as a diva of epic proportions is so perfectly
exaggerated, it's hard not to laugh at her every moment on stage.

Behind the scenes, Stage Managers Aniruddha Babu, Anjani Shaw, and Kimberly Wang handle
223 total cues and 23 fly cues like seasoned professionals, ensuring the show runs as smoothly
as possible amidst the madness. Their ability to keep the production on track, despite the
mayhem on stage, is a feat of true theatrical skill.

Curtains at Portola High School is a riotous blend of mystery and mayhem — it's a tough act to
follow and an unforgettable night of musical madness!



