You'll Love University's "Guys and Dolls" a Bushel and a Peck!
written by Lindsey Garrel, a senior at Tesoro High School

University High School's spectacular production of Guys and Dolls follows the two intertwining
love stories of high-rolling gamblers, Sky Masterson and Nathan Detroit, and the messes they
find themselves in, involving showgirls, missionaries, and the bustling city of New York.

Francisco Ochoa saunters onto stage as the high-stakes gambler Sky Masterson, his thick, never-
faltering Italian accent creating an intimidating yet intriguing character. Holding himself with a
sophisticated swagger, legs apart and chin up, Ochoa brings an irresistible charm to Sky,
allowing for his easy wooing of the missionary Sarah.

Countering the suave Sky Masterson is his love interest, the pious Sarah Brown (Rina Nelson).
With a sweet, reserved demeanor and upright posture, she defends herself from his romantic
advances swiftly. Brown's rigidness flies right out the window in "If | Were a Bell", as she
stumbles over drunkenly and bounds about as she sings.

As the illustrious Miss Adelaide, Taylor Niedwick captures the entire audience's attention with a
powerful belt and big character poses in her scenes at the Hot Box. With impeccable comedic
timing, her nasally character voice and fluttery walk make her a joy to watch onstage as she
expresses her desires to marry Nathan.

The University Pit Orchestra ties the show all together in a perfect bow, following the actors'
carefully and never missing a beat. In powerful ballads, the orchestra swells with the character's
emotions creating a beautiful build up and a cohesive song, whereas in fast-paced, jazzy songs,
the orchestra keeps a lively underscore that never overshadows the actors onstage.

The set of New York City was made complete through numerous flying sets, flown in and out by
flymen Hadley Wade Harris, Jessica Hu, Hannah Sedehi, and Triston Yan. The coordination
between flight and lighting created an impressive array of marquees spread throughout the
stage that twinkled and shined bright at all times. All four flymen were also involved in other
aspects of running crew, yet they never missed a cue, carefully flying in every set piece with
precision.

A well-crafted balance of love, comedy, risks, and faith, University's Guys and Dolls is an eye-
catching and engaging show from start to finish with the help of strong leads, a committed
ensemble, and thorough technical designs.



