
El Dorado High School Delivers a Bolt of Brilliance with "The Lightning Thief" 
wri:en by Raha Yekta, a senior at Portola High School 
 
Being a demigod is tough, but being a teenager? Even tougher. El Dorado's producHon of "The 
Lightning Thief" fully embraces the show's angsty, rebellious heart, delivering a performance 
filled with humor, heart, and adventure, capturing Percy's struggle with idenHty, the burden of 
expectaHons, and the unbreakable bond between family and friends. 
 
Leading the charge was Owen Switzer as Percy, who fully embodied the restless, sarcasHc, and 
defiant nature of the young half-blood. His expressive body language--eye rolls, slouched 
shoulders, and sharp, oNand remarks--made Percy's frustraHon feel authenHc. However, as the 
story progressed, Switzer revealed a vulnerable side, shiOing his stance, soOening his voice, and 
allowing his guarded expression to crack as Percy grappled with self-doubt. His performance 
gave depth to Percy's journey, making it clear that his biggest ba:le wasn't against monsters, 
but against himself. 
 
A parHcularly moving moment was Strong, a duet between Percy and his mother, Sally (Elise 
Shum). Throughout the song, Switzer physically pulls away, crossing his arms and shiOing his 
weight, portraying Percy's reluctance to accept his mother's encouragement. Shum's steady, 
warm voice carried through the scene as she reached toward him, her expression filled with 
quiet determinaHon. As the song progressed, Switzer's defensive posture melted--his voice 
cracked with emoHon, and in a subtle but powerful moment, he turned to face her, finally 
allowing himself to believe in her words.  
 
The hair and makeup team (Makaela Moore, Riley Mills, and Bailey Erney) infused storytelling 
into every design choice. Annabeth's elaborate yet pracHcal hairstyle kept her face clear while 
suggesHng her adventurous nature. Clarisse's Hght braid mirrored a warrior's laurel, reinforcing 
her combaHve personality. Silena's golden hairpieces shimmered under the lights, a clear 
tribute to her mother, Aphrodite. These small details brought each character's personality and 
lineage to life. 
 
The EDHS Set Design Team embraced creaHvity and resourcefulness, transforming everyday 
materials into a mythological world. Street signs, Styrofoam, and fabric scraps became striking 
set pieces, creaHng a scrappy, DIY aestheHc that reflected the unpredictable journey of the half-
bloods. 
 
Off-stage, the EDHS Publicity Team expanded the experience. Trash cans labeled "Offerings to 
the Gods" mirrored camp rituals, while themed drinks like blue lemonade and Nectar immersed 
the audience in the world of Percy Jackson. 
 
With strong performances and invenHve design El Dorado High School's "The Lightning Thief" 
was a thrilling adventure worthy of the gods. 


