
Los Alamitos High School's "The Outsiders" Reminds Us That All People Can See The Sunset 
wri?en by Lilly Egley, a senior at Mission Viejo High School 
 
Set in the 1960s, "The Outsiders" follows Ponyboy CurLs, a member of the Greasers. Poor and 
shunned by society, the Greasers oppose the wealthy, haughty Socs. However, Ponyboy 
ulLmately discovers that, despite their vast differences in social staLon, the Socs and Greasers 
are more similar than he originally thought. 
 
Ponyboy (Mason Po?er) narrates the story with the innocence and youthfulness the character 
requires. The casual shrug of his shoulders, awkwardness when first speaking to Cherry, and 
quiet sadness when thinking of his parents demonstrate that Ponyboy is just a kid, not a rugged, 
dangerous Greaser. Po?er also broadcasts comedic Lming with his amusing disgust at baloney 
and his excitement at being reunited with a Pepsi aWer spending five days away from society. 
 
Johnny (Aiden Khalek) is an integral part of Ponyboy's journey. His Lmid yet clear voice when 
standing up to Dallas demonstrates the genuine kindness of the character, and when he 
awkwardly fiddles with the hem of his jacket he appears sweet and innocent. In the presence of 
the Socs, his hand trembles and his body tenses, creaLng a sympatheLc character who is 
undeserving of the mistreatment he endures throughout the show. 
 
Costumes (MJ Canning, Kasey Chu) follow the theme of unity despite our vast differences by 
using a sunset color pale?e for both the Socs and the Greasers. The Socs wear pastels, a notable 
standout being Cherry's pink handmade dress and coat, while the Greasers wear duller sunset 
colors. To establish the poorer social staLon of the Greasers, the Costume Crew distressed their 
jeans and stained their shirts. 
 
Set (Myah Sturgell) elevates the performance with three big trash heaps onstage. The trash was 
collected from the neighborhood, and it transforms Greaser territory into a rugged, gri?y place 
of inequality. Chain-link fences and a self-constructed fountain (made from an old Lre) show 
that the world of the Greasers is one of inferiority and hardship. AddiLonally, the set cohesively 
combines with lighLng (Alice Farnstrom) to execute the church se^ng. Orange light slowly 
shines through a hand-made stained glass window, allowing for a moment of peace and beauty 
as Ponyboy and Johnny sit in the sunlight. 
 
The cast and crew create a meaningful performance about the importance of uniLng over our 
similariLes instead of dividing over our differences in Los Alamitos' "The Outsiders." 


