
Costa Mesa's Cap+va+ng Rendi+on of 12 Angry Jurors 
wri;en by Gabby Tamraz, a junior at Aliso Niguel High School 
 
The fate of one man's life was determined by a mysterious a;ack. The fate of another's rests in 
the hands of twelve ordinary people. AKer a murder and trial, these twelve jury members must 
make a life altering verdict; guilty or not guilty. Costa Mesa excellently captures the daun+ng 
weight of this responsibility. 
 
Logan Bell (Juror 3) enters the jury room with his hands relaxed in his pockets, exuding a laid 
back aStude. His calm and confident facade slowly dissipates into rage and aggression; his fists 
close +ghtly and his face scrunches in anger. Maggie Breslin (Juror 8) me+culously portrays the 
voice of compassion and reason, her slow movements and unwavering tone ins+lling doubt in 
the others. Breslin and Bell contrast each other beau+fully as their arguments build a drama+c 
tension. Breslin's ques+oning gaze matches with Bell's sharp movements to develop a gripping 
ba;le. 
 
Riley Dow (Juror 1) sits placidly in the room, his calm voice guiding the group to their final 
verdict. His mechanical hand mo+ons and monotonous tone represent his boredom and lack of 
care, which interes+ngly contradicts the importance of their decision. Diego Chavez's (Juror 11) 
carefully craKed accent separates him from the group, and the way he fiddles with his hands 
during his lines portray his uncertainty and feeling of isola+on.  
 
The Jury Ensemble fantas+cally contrasts one another, honestly represen+ng a group of 
completely ordinary people. Each character displays clear individuality by emphasizing their 
different accents and physicality. The development progresses beau+fully as every character 
slowly grows more invested in the outcome, ques+oning themselves and behaving in new, 
surprising ways.  
 
The music composi+on (Dani Lopez, Jessica Ramirez, and Andi Lopez) wonderfully executes 
various evoking melodies that add to the growing intensity of each moment. As the jurors' 
arguments escalate, the music grows more intense and haste.  
 
Sound (Dani Lopez) uses subtle effects to further develop the strange atmosphere of a jury 
room. The slight hum of the fan has a fascina+ng simplicity that contrasts with the complexity of 
the plot. 
 
Lights (Jason Strotman) works to delve into the emo+onal atmosphere by isola+ng specific 
characters with a drama+c spotlight while they reveal a secret or personal experience. The 
intense red flashes of light highlight the climac+c scenes when characters scream and lunge at 
one another.  
 
The decision to see Costa Mesa's rive+ng produc+on of 12 Angry Jurors is an easy one. 


