"Pippin" at Fountain Valley truly Spreads A Little Sunshine!
written by Abby Schmude, a senior at Irvine High School

The stage is dark and empty. Then, the Players appear, clad in glowing silver and dramatic
makeup, welcoming you to their show with sinister grins. They tell the story of Pippin, son of
King Charlemagne, as he searches for a grand, meaningful life. But all is not as it seemes...
Enticing and glittering, Fountain Valley's Pippin is a magic adventure that entraps you until the
final curtain closes.

Lizzy Doan as the Leading Player is a masterful storyteller, flipping between a sly narrator and a
ruthless puppet master. She stalks across the stage, posture straight as the silver and red
highlights in her ponytail swing from side to side. Doan executes the choreography with
precision and energy, and each move is clean, purposeful, and tight. During Simple Joys, she
dances on an aerial hoop, spinning and kicking through the air, belting as she hangs upside
down from the ceiling. Through her dancing prowess and strong characterization, Doan
encapsulates the mesmerizing and magnetic Leading Player.

Logan English's Pippin is earnest and wide-eyed. His tentative and small movements stand out
against the ensemble of confident and prowling Players, and throughout the show, as Pippin
begins to find meaning, English displays this shift in confidence. As the story progresses, his
shoulders straighten and his body language becomes more assured. English's strong grasp on
character development brings the title character to life and provides a dynamic and compelling
performance.

Fountain Valley High School's orchestra does the iconic and whimsical score of Pippin justice.
Every note, chord, and moment is precise and on top of it, and the talented orchestra supplies
the foundation that allows every song to flourish and succeed.

Fountain Valley's hair and makeup team, composed of Lizzy Doan, Katie Miller, Alaisha Martone,
and Kendall Hester, helps cultivate the darkly magical feel of the show. Each ensemble member
has their own individual look, but the bright colors and shining gemstones create cohesion
between their makeup. Each character's designs give insight into their personality, from the
ombre lip and Hollywood glam of the dramatic Fastrada to the glittery pinks of the sweet and
gentle Catherine.

The cast, crew, and orchestra at Fountain Valley High School's Pippin really do have 'Magic to
Do', and you won't want to miss it!



