It's Tea Time at Tesoro High School's 'The Importance of Being Earnest!'
written by Ellie Kim, a senior at Capistrano Valley High School

Respectable John Worthing dons the socially sensible name "Ernest" to gain the lofty affections
of Gwendolen Fairfax. Unbeknownst to him, his best mate Algernon Moncrieff becomes Ernest
as well, falling earnestly in love with Worthing's witty ward, Cecily Cardew. As identities upturn
and secrets unravel, a confounding chaos ensues in this charming 1890s English tale.

Algernon (Chris Preusse) is an absolute jester, prancing about and ricocheting off chairs and
couches in quick bursts of raw energy-- his face does the same, alternating between innocently
wide smiles and mischievously squinting eyes. His exuberant presence is only barely tolerated
by John (Isaiah Medina), whose long-held sighs and dismissively swatting hands signal a friend
fundamentally fed up with Algie's unpredictable behavior.

The practiced, princess-like hands over the heart and confident strides of Gwendolen's (Ellie
Smallwood) character effortlessly comprise the epitome of prestige and presumption. She
enunciates each syllable in a voice as crisp as a songbird, whereas the youthful Cecily's (Addy
Engelken) is prone to spoiled whines and childishly giddy squeals. The formidably forced smiles
of the former and bratty, rolling eyes of the latter meet to form nasty cat fights and tender
embraces.

Lady Bracknell (Mia Muscarella) lifts her nose high into the air as she struts around like a
peacock, demanding the attention of all with a prolonged cadence of speech and fluttering
swishes of her fan.

Miss Prism's (Felicity Stephan) and Rev. Canon Chasuble's (Zacharia Alweheiby) hunched backs,
yet visceral dips and turns portray an elderly couple forever young at heart.

A deep red, 10-flat set is conjured up by Set Crew (Caitlyn Willoughby) for Act |, a riveting
reflection of Algernon's prosperity. A dreamy, sky-blue garden house and its ornately golden
interior are utilized for Acts Il and Ill, emitting romantic and fulfilling feelings alike.

The Running Crew makes this journey come to life, swapping the entire set twice during a 15
and 10 minute intermission, respectively-- a phenomenal feat brought about by expert

efficiency and candid communication.

Costumes (Aurora Biriba) dress the women in layered, floor-length gowns with bustles and the
men in vests with rich detail, taking characters straight out of the 1890s.

Sound (Lilly Miranda) balances bird chirps and piano playing at distant volumes to produce a
living, breathing world beyond the visible stage.

'The Importance of Being Earnest' at Tesoro surpasses societal expectations!



