Gimme, Gimme, Gimme Fullerton Union's Mamma Mia!
written by Dylan Johnson, a senior at San Clemente High School

On an island in Greece, a daughter searches for her father while a mother confronts the ghosts
of her youth. Sisterly love and the bond between parent and child are tested as the past and
present clash in this jukebox musical adventure.

Donna (Zoe McLaughlin) commands the stage with her queen bee personality. Donning a
confident, "no nonsense" attitude, MclLaughlin struts around the stage, head held high and
shoulders back, delivering her lines in an assertive manner which demands respect. Her
dominant attitude only fades when she looks upon her daughter, Sophie, with pride and love
but also uncertainty as Sophie becomes her own person.

Sophie (Erin McLaughlin) darts across the stage radiating the spirit of a young woman. Wearing
a smile that invites positivity, warmth, and energy she quickly becomes an endearing character.
At times Erin McLaughlin looks thoughtfully out to the audience. Her voice drops to a hushed
whisper as if to share an important secret bringing a more intimate tone to the scene.

Harry (Jonas Baesel) brings a unique attitude to the stage as one of Donna's past lovers. During
"Our Last Summer" Baesel wanders about the stage picking up various objects and playing with
them in an attempt to cheer Donna up. Baesel's laid back but comforting demeanor in this
scene illustrates the platonic friendship between Donna and Harry that contrasts the romantic
relationship between Donna and Sam (Andrew Cazares).

The Frat Party ensemble for Fullerton's Mamma Mia! does not disappoint. As they rush onto
stage they jostle each other cracking jokes and shouting their lines. With swaying hips and
rambunctious dance moves they perfectly capture the life of the party personality.

Lighting design by Cynthia Montiel-Cruz and Nathan Rodriguez ingeniously captures the
dreamlike state of the island. Using a combination of red, blue, and purple lights they create an
atmosphere of enduring love and budding emotion that encapsulates the feeling of a magical
island refuge.

Sound designers, Sylvie Griffin and Ashley Nava, incorporate sounds of ocean waves, seagulls,
and wind into the natural ambience of the theatre. This decision creates a sun-soaked island
feel that sets the mood for the show and helps give depth to each scene.

Fullerton's Mamma Mia! is a high-energy musical that illustrates the bonds of family and
teaches us to feel the beat of the dancing queen.



