Fall Stupid with Love at Beckman's Mean Girls!
written by April Simpson, a senior at Aliso Niguel High School

When Cady Heron moves from Africa to lllinois, she enters a jungle of plastic, just as cutthroat
as the Kenyan grasslands. Thrown into Regina's glittering pink world, she's torn between
becoming the next target or fitting in. Amid cafeteria gossip, backstabbing, and high-energy
dance numbers, Cady learns that in the battle for popularity, you will lose more than your
wardrobe.

Damian (Alicia Barris) serves as the loyal and flamboyant narrator of Cady's cautionary tale.
Barris bursts through the curtain once the lights fall with electrifying excitement, punctuated by
a playful pop of their hip. With a warm presence and razor-sharp comedic timing, they infuse
the story with heart and levity, exuding determination in every strut.

Janis (Ollie Tomczak) is Damian's partner-in-crime, effortlessly matching their energy and
solidifying their status as an iconic duo. Tomczak radiates the same spunky confidence while
capturing Janis' internal struggles and growth, especially in "I'd Rather Be Me," where moments
of hesitation give way to a robust surge of self-assured strength. With each powerfully executed
note, Tomczak transforms from a rejected outsider to an influential voice of authenticity.

Bringing his own brand of humor, Kevin G. (Chazz Seeber) is both the leader of the Mathletes
and a self-made DJ. Seeber leans into a frat-boy persona, later igniting the vigor of Northshore's
students with his infectious enthusiasm in "Who's House Is This?". Another standout, Jason
(Andrew Dove) commands every dance break with masterful moves, especially shining in
"Stop!" with an eye-catching tap number.

Costumes (Alicia Barris and Ollie Tomczak) visually represent the characters' development from
being "plastic" to embracing their true selves. The ensemble, dressed in blue, thematically
contrasts sharply with the warm pinks and reds of the Plastics. Similarly, Cady's evolution from
casual wear to preppy dresses and heels underscores her descent into superficiality.

Stage management (Charlie Bannister) keeps the show running "grool" with over 47 scene
changes. The crew, blending seamlessly with the ensemble in casual attire, adds to the fluidity
of transitions, making each scene flow effortlessly.

Props (Rebecca Nazareth) bring the high school atmosphere to life, particularly with the
astounding 72 lunch trays that create dynamic visuals and enhance the authentic cafeteria vibe.

Beckman High School's energetic production of Mean Girls skillfully showcases the high stakes
of popularity, turning a world of glitter and gossip into a hilarious yet thought-provoking
exploration of personal growth.



