
Newport Harbor's Failure: A Love Story Chimes With Beau=ful Humanity 
wri@en by Gabby Tamraz, a senior at Aliso Niguel High School 
 
Failure: A Love Story is a gentle and roman=c tale highligh=ng the complexi=es of love, loss, and 
being human. When a man enters the Fail Family Clock Shop and meets the Fail sisters, he is 
met with the repe==ve cycle of love and loss. Newport Harbor carefully craKs this beau=ful 
narra=on of what it means to live and paints a picture of the circular nature of =me. 
 
Nelly (Reiko De La Pena) fantas=cally represents the youngest Fail sister with her bubbly and 
op=mis=c perspec=ve, dancing across the stage in song and rapidly shiKing from one topic to 
the next. Jenny June (Rylee Richardson) is strong and confident with a booming tone and a bold 
presence, emphasizing her determined character. Gerty (Eden Newco@) emulates the eldest 
daughter, with a focused and subtle aTtude. When she finally comprehends the loss of her 
sisters, her pain and grief consumes her as she emo=onally crumbles into herself.  
 
Mor=mer's (Nicholas Earnhart) ini=al blasé character develops wonderfully as he connects with 
the sisters. His physicality shiKs from a straight posture to a slump as he is weighed down by 
endless grief and loss. John N (Brady Whitaker) fantas=cally depicts isola=on and feelings of an 
outcast with his shaky voice and the stark contrast in his aTtude when interac=ng with animals 
as opposed to people.  
 
The Gramophones (Angeline Kliewer and Claire McNamer) excellently set the play in the 1920s 
atmosphere with their beau=ful, jazzy vocals and their sophis=cated confidence. Their soK 
gentle waves and flowy gaits across the stage create an eye catching bridge between the music 
and the story.  
 
The Music Composi=on (Jack Arrow) underscores the show elegantly, bringing the story to life 
and enhancing the vulnerability of the characters. The 21 original songs fit seamlessly within the 
show, building an immersive and atmospheric experience.  
 
The Scenic (Bernard Czarny, Mitzi Camacho, Magnus Warmsley, Jade Deneen) construc=on 
emulates the rickety and humble aTtude of the Fail family with the rus=c bare bone wood 
panels crea=ng an impressive two story shop and home.  
 
Lights (Cole@e Anderson, McKenzie Dixon, Magnus Warmsley) exquisitely depicts a starry sky 
with light bulbs hanging above at differing heights. The changing luminosity beau=fully 
represents =me running out and the overcoming sense of grief.  
 
Love might be a risk, but seeing Newport Harbor's Failure: A Love Story certainly isn't. 


