JSerra's "Fiddler on the Roof" is a "Miracle of Miracles"
written by Jocelyn Hambrock, a junior at Laguna Hills High School

In the village of Anatevka, life is shaped by faith, family, and tradition. Tevye, a hardworking
milkman and devoted father, finds himself at the center of a community beginning to question
the traditions that once defined it.

Tevye (Grady Jenkins) commands the audience's attention through expressive storytelling and
fluid movement, portraying a man continually challenged by changing expectations and his own
values. His relationship with Golde (Naomi Clarke) is grounded in realism, marked by sharp
exchanges and playful tensions that reflect years of shared life rather than idealized romance.
However, in "Do You Love Me," their dynamic shifts as earlier tension softens into vulnerability,
revealing a quiet, genuine understanding of love beneath years of familiarity creating an
intimate, deeply human moment for the audience.

Cassius Millett as Motel delivers a charming and engaging performance, capturing the
character's nervous energy and growth throughout the production. Millett begins timid and
uncertain, often overwhelmed by those around him. This shifts as his relationship with Tzetiel
(Eve Manasseh) develops, revealing a newfound confidence and determination. In "Miracles of
Miracles," Millett's playful energy contrasts his earlier nervousness, highlighting his
transformation into a self-assured and expressive character.

The daughter's ensemble effectively captures their shared excitement and curiosity about love
and marriage. Through strong group chemistry and playful energy, they bring to life moments
centered on imagining their future and potential suitors, drawing audiences into their youthful
perspective.

With great attention to detail, Abby Bryan, Cosette Julian, and Naomi Clarke, beautifully
transport the audiences into the time period. Through a cohesive color palette, they excellently
curate costumes that reflect each character's personality and values. Hodel and Perchik are
dressed in shades of red, reflecting their passionate nature and shared determination to
challenge and change the world around them. In contrast, Tevye and Golde are costumes in
earthy tans and browns, emphasizing their practicality and grounded approach to life and love.

The Lighting Team, led by Esmee Guerrero, beautifully enhances the storytelling by reinforcing
the emotional journey of the production. Sunrise and Sunset lighting are used throughout the
show, with "Tradition" symbolizing new beginnings, "Sunrise, Sunset" reflecting the passage of
time and fading of their peaceful life, and the final moments emphasizing the end of an era,
creating a powerful visual juxtaposition.

Jserra's "Fiddler on the Roof" shows that love, faith, and tradition are constantly reshaped by
change.



