JSerra's "The Little Mermaid" Is Neither Poor Nor Unfortunate!
written by Tatum Brennan, a junior at Laguna Beach High School

JSerra Catholic High School's "The Little Mermaid" makes waves with the bright and playful
production, capturing the hearts of many!

The classic Disney tale follows the wondrous teen mermaid Ariel and her journey toward finding
her voice—both literally and figuratively— in a world of eels, sassy sea creatures, and gizmos
aplenty. As she falls deeply in love with the human Prince Eric, she must uncover what the "real
world" has to offer her in comparison to life under the sea.

Hannah Sheehy shines as Ariel, effortlessly blending innocence, curiosity, and determination.
Her crisp mix soars in "Part of Your World," pairing smoothly with her timid physicality
conveying the wonder of new discoveries and the ache of longing, whilst the reprise highlights
her stark determination to get the man of her dreams. Opposite her, Diego Uribe as Prince Eric
radiates a gentle charisma through his prideful prance around the stage and consistent ear-to-
ear smile, curating an approachable persona.

Adding humor and heart, Cassidy Son dazzles the stage as Sebastian. Son's articulated Jamaican
accent elevates every scene he's in, especially during the vibrant ensemble number, "Under the
Sea." Similar to Sebastian, Elizabeth Zeller fully embodies Scuttle with every frantic head jerk
and a wide-eyed gaze across the room, capturing her exaggerated nature in every moment.

Flotsam and Jetsam, Ursula's slippery sidekicks, played by Renee Durand and Grady Jenkins slink
across the stage with synchronized urgency, tending to their master. Their hunched-over back,
slow sway of the arms, and sly smirks provide an eerie, unsettling shadow whenever they glide
onstage.

Among the ensemble, standout dancer lzzy Cuevas dazzles in the gulls' tap number,
"Positoovity." Cuevas' flexed feet, full range of motion, and infectious grin capture the
lighthearted spirit of the song.

Props led by Morgan Mecklenburg further enrich the show's enchanting world creating King
Triton's triton and Prince Eric's head from 3D printing with impressive attention to detail, from
every smile mark to subtle shadow.

The lighting design, led by Clara Booher, masterfully accentuates each character's personality
through lighting. Many of Triton's scenes played off of using teal and yellow to symbolize his
oceanic royalty, whilst Ariel has pink, highlighting her femininity, and Ursula appears in purple to
represent her mischievous intentions.

Come on down to see JSerra Catholic High School's "The Little Mermaid" because it will be way
beyond your wildest dreams!



