Let "The Little Mermaid" at San Clemente be part of your world
written by Sydney Foster, a senior at Corona del Mar High School

Mermaids, magic, and matchmaking all in one show! What more could you ask for from
Disney's Little Mermaid? A sweet "tail" of a mermaid infatuated with a prince and the idea of
being part of the world above the waves.

Hair and makeup, designed and executed by Emily Abney, Avery Walker, and the SCHS makeup
crew brought these iconic characters to life with their skills. The 18 wigs seen on stage were
styled by them, from Flounder's colorful mohawk fin, Ursula's gravity-defying soft serve swirl,
and Ariel's iconic red hair. It took them over three months to perfect everything. The team also
had a masterclass on creating character makeup looks, and took inspiration and tips from drag
qgueens for Ursula's look.

Alexis "Coco" Christensen, Jonelle Salas, Kai Wells, and the SCHS costumes crew helped
construct memorable silhouettes and made everything run smoothly. There were many quick
changes that costumes pulled off without a hitch, even one on stage where two crew members
were dressed up to blend into the scene and not break the magic.

Ella Corbridge, who played Ariel, encapsulated the young daydreaming mermaid with her fluid
movements and distinguished when she was in the water or on land with flowy hand gestures
to portray swimming. Corbridge's voice was also lovely, holding the airy siren sweetness that
could lure a sailing prince to her.

To contrast the naive mermaid and cause some chaos, the beautifully bold Ursula (Emalia
Probert) was more than happy to step in and wreak havoc with her electrifying eels, Flotsam
and Jetsam (Kaitlyn Finnigan and Avery Santore). Probert was a strong ring leader for the group,
being brash and manipulative as she circled Ariel and used her tentacles to be larger. Finnigan
and Santore had a wonderfully sinister dynamic, almost being synchronized as one with their
fluid movements and picking up the others' sentences, drawing out the "s" on words to be the
creepy and tempting devils on Ariel's shoulders.

Dalila Hutchinson and the SCHS Lights crew did a wonderful job on their execution and
designing for every moment. Brighter and more vivid colors were utilized when the characters
were underwater and more natural when they were above the surface. Spots even played a
game, "looking" around for Ariel when she missed her performance.

Don't miss it! Swim on down to SCHS "Little Mermaid"



