Irvine's "Mary Poppins" is Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious!
written by Lizzy Doan, a senior at Fountain Valley High School

Precision and order is all that a father wants, but the children in the Banks family are known to
be rebellious, making everyone that tries to watch over them quit. However, when a mysterious
force flies through the wind their lives are changed forever.

Bert, played by Maddox Kreil, is an excellent example of the whimsical and energetic nature of
the show. Kreil is a true triple threat, from his high toe touches to his impressive vocals and
stamina through songs such as "Step in Time", Kreil stood out through his impeccable stage
presence and charisma, bringing this lively character to life.

Mary Poppins played by Abby Schmude was practically perfect through her crisp British accent
and her poised disposition. Her body language really brought this magical character to life, even
from little things such as her stance as she flies through the air, there is a maturity that really
encapsulates Mary. Not to mention, Schmude's vocal quality was clean and she had beautiful
resonance throughout the show.

Robertson Ay (Liam Barber) and Mrs. Brill (Grace Gibson) were the dynamic duo to watch
onstage. Their comedic timing was excellent, providing an escape from the strict life at the
Banks' house. Neleus (Gavin Uhl) showcased his excellent dancing abilities through his leaps and
turns throughout the show. Moreover, Uhl stood out from the ensemble through his over the
top characterizations and excellent use of facial expressions.

Zaida Harper not only is a tremendous dancer, but also a brilliant choreographer. Harper wowed
the crowd with her clean, syncopated taps in "Step in Time", but also showcased her versatility
in the Kite Ballet, which she also choreographed. Her choreography skills were also shown in
Precision and Order, creating a precise piece with many different lines, direction changes, and
pivots.

Iris Nguyen and Tara Nader created a very effective marketing campaign. Using Canva for their
playbill and graphics to be used on instagram, they used a color palette that represented the
nature of the show to make nothing seem out of place. Their social media countdown and
takeovers also promoted this show successfully to the wider audience.

The student orchestra of this show was very impressive, encapsulating the Disney, fanciful
nature of the show.

With flying nannies, fantastical words, and dancing statues, Irvine's "Mary Poppins" is a
sweeping success.



