
Newport Harbor's Produc2on of "The Li:le Mermaid" is Beyond Your Wildest Dreams! 
wri:en by Avery Henkenius, a senior at El Dorado High School 
 
The beloved Disney tale dives into the magical journey of Ariel, a free-spirited teen mermaid 
who yearns to find her voice in a world in which she constantly swims against the current. As 
her love for the human Prince Eric deepens, Ariel longs to leave the "fathoms below" and 
experience "the real world above" to find belonging.  
 
Making a splash as Ariel is Shelby Kliewer, whose childlike wonder and graceful, princess-like 
vocal tone perfectly capture the hearQelt curiosity and adventurousness of this 2meless Disney 
character. Standing out par2cularly in Act 2, even without a voice, Kliewer masterfully blends 
innocence and determina2on, capturing Ariel's emo2onal journey through nothing but her 
dynamic facial expressions and hesitant physicality, widening her eyes in awe of the human 
world and stumbling with nervous excitement, adjus2ng to her new pair of legs and to being 
with her true love, Prince Eric.  
 
Countering her, Nicholas Earnhart is Prince Eric, whose charming stage presence and quiet 
strength perfectly complement Kliewer's boundless curiosity. In their interac2ons, Earnhart 
radiates a gentle warmth, soVening his gaze and offering a tender smile that creates an 
authen2c chemistry between Ariel and Prince Eric that is truly straight out of the storybooks.  
 
Embodying the conniving and chao2c sea witch Ursula is Lola Hassan, whose resonant vocal 
quality and commanding stage presence has no bounds. Hassan anchors the audience in her 
stand-out solo number "Poor Unfortunate Souls", exuding an air of malevolence as she slinks 
around the stage with a sinister regality. Her booming voice and menacing laughter echo 
throughout the depths of the ocean.  
 
Bringing heart-felt comedy and a perfect awkwardness is Brady Whitaker as Ariel's guppy-like 
sidekick, Flounder. Whitaker captures Flounder's playful, yet cau2ous spirit, adorning a slightly 
worried expression, dar2ng his eyes and remaining fin to fin with Ariel.  
 
An eye-catching technical element of this produc2on is the extraordinary dedica2on of the 
NHHS costume team. Made en2rely from scratch, the Mersisters' costumes were nothing short 
of breathtaking, shimmering in a dazzling array of colors with the skirt itself hugging the legs 
and drama2cally flaring out at the bo:om like the fin of a fish, crea2ng the illusion of swimming 
as the actors glide across the stage in their show-stopping number "She's In Love".  
 
Don't be a "Poor Unfortunate Soul" and miss NHHS' "The Li:le Mermaid"! 


