Urine for a Great Show at SJHHS' “Urinetown”
written by Ty Bragalone, a senior at Mater Dei High School

San Juan Hills High Schools' Urinetown is a satirical take on capitalism, corruption, and
revolution in a drought-stricken dystopia. This dark comedy thrives on bold performances, an
outstanding ensemble, and creative design elements.

Officer Lockstock (Liam Herd) commands the stage as the show's omnipresent narrator, his
deep, authoritative voice adding weight to his dry, sarcastic humor. Herd's comedic timing and
rigid, robotic posture perfectly contrast with Little Sally (Olivia Alpert), whose youthful curiosity
and expressive innocence make her the perfect foil. Their dynamic highlights the absurdity of
the world they inhabit, particularly as Sally begins to question the harsh realities of
"Urinetown."

Bobby Strong (Luke Dunphy) and Hope Cladwell (Sadie Hottinger) bring electric chemistry and
animated character choices to their performances. In duets like "Follow Your Heart," the two
harmonize, with their voices blending effortlessly as their physical interactions add layers of
charm and irony. Dunphy exudes an earnest, wide-eyed determination, while Hottinger's playful
yet heartfelt portrayal of Hope captures the complexity of their rebellion against her father.

Penelope Pennywise (Madeline Lai) delivers powerhouse vocals, sustaining even the highest
notes in "It's a Privilege to Pee" with stunning vibrato. Her commanding stage presence and full-
bodied voice make every moment she's on stage captivating, embodying both authority and
desperation in a world where basic needs come at a cost.

The ensemble of rebels radiates energy, fully engaged in every moment. Their synchronization
in large dance numbers adds to the show's polished execution, while standout performances
elevate the production further. Little Becky Two Shoes (Ava Schumacher) steals scenes with her
exaggerated physical comedy and expressive reactions, while Tiny Tina (Emma Rose Sommers)
executes difficult tumbling and turn sequences with remarkable precision.

Set Designer Gio Roman and the SJHHS Set and Construction Crew use distinct choices to craft
an immersive world. Towering pipes steam on cue to enhance the illusion of a decaying
infrastructure. Multi-level platforms help to seamlessly transition between locations, while
secondary lighting fixtures create depth.

Props designers Isabella Basset and Mason Guell provide realistic, well-executed props, with
clever details such as protest signs that add satirical nods to other famous musicals. Each prop
feels intentional and builds realism.

San Juan Hills High School's Urinetown is a sharp, high-energy production packed with humor,
talent, and social commentary, leaving the audience both entertained and pondering.



