Forgiveness and Truth Shine Bright in Mater Dei's Narnia
written by Lindsey Garrel, a senior at Tesoro High School

Mater Dei's Narnia: The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe takes audiences into a fantasy realm
as four children enter an old wardrobe in a mansion and find themselves in Narnia. When the
evil White Witch declares eternal winter and a prophecy about the children is set into action, it
is up to them to restore spring and kindness to Narnia.

Scarlett Mattinson glimmers as the illustrious White Witch, puffing out her chest and raising her
chin to establish her power over Narnia's citizens. From her very first entrance, she glides onto
the stage with her shoulders back and a sneer on her face, with a commanding tone that
produces shivers. As her plans unravel and fall apart, her anger and determination never falters.

Contrasting the harsh White Witch is Lucy (Juliana McClure), one of the four children. As the
youngest, McClure's sweet tone and wide eyes establish her childlike nature and innocence. Her
excited smile disappears, turning into a furrowed brow as she stands up for her friends and
siblings, fighting for what she believes in and helping to save Narnia.

The brave lion and king of Narnia, Aslan, is represented through a puppet operated by Evelyn
Vos, Brooke Carmody, and Catherine Eddy, each controlling a separate part of his body. The
three worked together seamlessly, creating a perfectly timed walk and coordination with sound
to match the puppet's mouth with Aslan's line cues.

This magical tale would have been incomplete without the intricate Hair and Makeup Design by
Kassandra Ramirez and Alexa Giries. Fueling the White Witch's coldness, she sports a blue cheek
and jaw contour, alongside a beautiful platinum-blonde wig. The followers of Aslan's warm color
palette makeup painted a contrast between the blacks and blues of the Witch's followers
excellently.

With a blue and orange poster detailing numerous plot hints and themes, Publicity (Norman
Nguyen and Grace Henze) stirred audience's excitement for the show. Aslan stands front and
center while the Witch's castle is behind, showcasing the contrasts and power dynamics the
show will bring.

With such a strong differentiation between good and evil, and right and wrong, Mater Dei's
Narnia is a heartwarming, creative tale that teaches the importance of faith, truth, and
forgiveness to all ages.



