"9 to 5" at Laguna Beach High School Deserves a Fat Promotion!
written by Abby Jacobs, a senior at Tesoro High School

"9 to 5" at LBHS is a toe-tapping, knee-slapping, and finger-snapping good time, filled with
hilarious physical comedy, show shopping vocal performances, and classic feel-good moments.

In 1979, when it seems like everyone's lives revolves around the hours of 9 and 5, three
unappreciated women take revenge on their sleazy, sexist boss, and in the process, discuss
topics regarding female empowerment and equality in the workplace, subjects that are still
relevant today.

Maris Morgan as the southern bell Doralee Rhodes is not only a comedic powerhouse, but has
the vocal chops to back it up! Her country twang is consistent throughout the entire
performance, and in her spotlight number "Cowgirl's Revenge" her yodel inflections elevate the
characterization. Her light hearted giggle and sweet smile suggest this role is merely a modern
ingénue, but Morgan asserts she needs no man to fight her battles, confidently strutting with
her head held high and going toe-to-toe with anyone who stands in her way.

Lauren Norrix (Judy Bernly) enters the stage as the timid office new girl with quick steps and
dialogue, however her voice is anything but timid. In "The Dance of Death" her clear vibrato
displays her impressive vocal range, while she simultaneously high kicks and shares a cheeky
wink. Later in the show, Judy emerges from her metaphorical cocoon during "Get Out and Stay
Out" as Norrix belts with palpable emotion and strength. She stands up straight opposite of her
ex-husband Dick (Alexander Elyazal) as she reaches her full potential.

Mason Bruderer as Franklin Hart jr. is a walking cliche of the typical slime-ball boss, with his
crooked smile, condescending chuckle, and his not-so-subtle scoffs at Violet (Lila Tacklind).
Bruderer's deepened voice fills the office with unease and achieves his role as the antagonist of
the show to satirize the 1980's men the show wishes to criticize. Bruderer is a master at larger-
than-life physicality, specifically when he flails his limbs mid air during "Shine Like the Sun".

Publicity Team Maris Morgan, Sam O'Neill, Lauren Norrix, and Mallory Keller transport Laguna
Beach to the 1980's through their trailer, using alarm clocks, impatient stiletto heel taps, and
other nods to the original song the show takes its name from. Furthermore, they achieve
impressive outreach in marketing their show by using radio stations, newspapers, and even a
local fashion show.

Feel the laughter and love at LBHS's "9 to 5"!



