Murder, Mayhem, Mishaps—Fountain Valley's "The Play That Goes Wrong" Goes Right!
written by Halle Ewing, a senior at University High School

At Haversham Manor, two men are murdered in one fateful night - and with doors bolted,
windows locked, and a snowstorm raging outside, the mansion's only viable suspects are its
own occupants. However, chaos ensues when doors fall off their hinges, walls collapse, and
everyone in the house is sipping Pine-Sol. Fountain Valley's "The Play That Goes Wrong" follows
the Cornely Drama Society's turbulent production of The Murder at Haversham Manor, where
pandemonium emerges at every turn.

Lizzy Doan's Sandra plays the inexorably irresistible and dutifully distraught Florence
Colleymore, draping her body over her murdered fiance with a frenzied sob while seducing his
younger brother and gardener alike. Doan's Florence is perpetually distressed, reclining against
the couch anxiously, lips pursed and a hand against her furrowed brow. Mary Colleymore is the
level-headed, even-tempered counterpart to her hysterical sister, always prepared with the
stroke of a steady hand - whereas her portrayer, Rachel, is anything but. Angela Gameros as
Rachel chokes down large gulps of Pine-Sol with vexed smiles, her voice shrill and volume
climbing as her exasperation grows with each catastrophe. Doan and Gameros contrast to
create a hilarious, sisterly dynamic, heightening the show's comedically criminal commotion.

Logan English portrays Max, a double-cast character who plays both Cecil Haversham and
Arther. From clambering over couches and accidentally toppling onto his behind during intense
sword fights to dramatically dying, red fabric hanging out of his vest and a hand clutched against
his heart, English's physicality as Cecil is constant and hilarious. However, English's Arther is
equal parts sleazy and sincere, accusing Florence of murdering her fiance with his hands glued
behind his back before immediately succumbing to her soft caresses and fluttering lashes,
planting a kiss on her puckered lips.

The costuming by Alex Oberg stuns. From maroon flapper dresses covered in tassels and gold
sparkles for Florence's elaborate personality to conservative green dresses honoring Mary's
pragmatic persona, each costume exhibits the distinct traits of each character down to the pearl
jewelry handmade by the costume crew.

From silver trays used to render Sandra unconscious to the Pine-Sol bottle plaguing Mary
Colleymore's existence, props by Kendall Hester astound. Each prop, murder weapons included,
is era-appropriate and perfectly complements every comedic moment of the show.

Dynamic, deceitful, and delightfully defective, Fountain Valley's "The Play That Goes Wrong" is a
masterful disasterpiece!



