JSerra's "The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane" is a Stunning Performance of Love, Loss,
and Redemption
written by Sydney Ingersoll, a junior at San Clemente High School

Meet Edward Tulane, an exquisite porcelain rabbit with an unshakable vanity, who is adored by
his owner but indifferent to the world. As he navigates a series of trials, Edward confronts the
fragility of his existence and learns the profound meaning of love.

Colin Bonswor, portraying Edward Tulane, seamlessly interacts with each member of the cast,
voicing Edward's internal monologue with precision. His whiny complaints and stiff posture
perfectly convey Edward's initial detachment from those who love him. Bonswor's sarcastic
comedic timing is sharp and well-executed. He also masterfully portrays Edward's emotional
evolution throughout the production, his voice ringing with emotion and his posture slumping
in sadness at being lost again. Even when alone on stage, Bonswor fills the space with energy
and depth.

Bethan Elliott, as Pellegrina, delivers a wonderful performance with her piercing eyes and
knowing tone, which bore into Edward. She balances this with a loving gaze and soft, kind words
toward her granddaughter, Abilene (Emily Meyer). Her sophisticated tone and proper posture
effectively express Pellegrina's age and wisdom. Elliott wonderfully contrasts her character's
tenderness for Abilene with an air of cryptic wisdom in her interactions with Edward.

Bella Ames' portrayal of Nellie is heartbreakingly sincere. Ames bubbles with energy, her eyes
sparkling at the sight of Edward, her newfound companion. She gleefully thanks Lawrence
(Abby Flores-Bell), her husband, with awe and excitement. Yet, as she confides in Edward about
the loss of her son, her voice trembles with raw emotion, her misty eyes gazing into the
audience, embodying a poignant sense of sorrow.

Diego Uribe (Stage Manager) and Catherine Bennett (Assistant Stage Manager) skillfully call
over 35 spotlight and lighting cues, ensuring the show runs effortlessly.

Vernon Elder's (Director) deep connection to the material is palpable. In a pivotal scene, those
who have loved Edward on his journey grab onto Bonswor as he tries to ascend to the stars in
heaven, grounding him and reminding him that he is not alone. The small space never feels
crowded; every character's blocking is intentional and meticulously planned.

The cast and crew of JSerra's "The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane" bring Edward's
transformation to life with a dazzling mix of heart and whimsy. With every scene, they invite
audiences to embrace the vulnerability of love and the beauty of change.



